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Abstract

The rapid advances of medical related R&D are staggering and the applications
foreseen look very promising indeed, but translating promising research results
into actual products that are well embedded and used in medical practice poses a
great number and a wide variety of challenges.

Policy makers, industrial actors, regulators, health insurers, scientific researchers
and those in the medical sector have to anticipate on a great number of aspects
and issues - regulation, industry evolutions, clinician practices and patients needs
and user cultures as well as taking into account wider considerations of the
evolving healthcare cycle its infrastructure and operation.

These are tough challenges and become even more demanding for those new
technologies which are radically different from what has come before - radical
innovations epitomised by the promises of nanotechnology.

With the (well founded) hype around the potential of nano - industry,
governments and society are looking with anticipation at nanotechnology’s
potential applications. This means that for those attempting to manage, facilitate
and regulate nano-based innovations, mechanisms and tools for foresighting the
challenges, hurdles and opportunities must be found.

This presentation gives an insight into the types of work currently underway in
both research and practice for looking at nanomedicine and evaluating the
possible steps from lab into clinic into society.
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